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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. 28.7.72 
The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today took emergency action to' 
conserve petroleum supplies for essential services within 
South Australia. 
This followed today's developments in the national oil industry 
dispute. 
Mr. Dunstan said South Australian stocks were fast being 
depleted and urgent action was necessary to maintain essential 
services. 
Following a review of the present position with regard to 
existing stocks and the requirements of essential services, 
Mr. Dunstan :-
Convened a meeting of Executive Council. The 
Council approved a proclamation prohibiting all sales 
of petroleum supplies within the State except by an 
official permit. All petroleum and related product 
outlets are affected by the proclamation. 
Summoned a special meeting of State Parliament for 
next Monday to consider emergency legislation to 
provide further controls on petroleum supplies. 
Ordered all government vehicles off the road except 
for emergencies. 
Urged all people in South Australia to take the 
utmost endeavours to conserve petrol. 
Urged workers at the Port Stanvac refinery to return 
to work in accordance with A.C.T.U. recommendations. 
"South Australia," he said, "is in a much worse position for 
petrol supplies than any other State. If petrol is not refined, 
and soon, we will be unable to maintain essential services. It 
is not a matter of convenience. It could be a matter of life 
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and death. I cannot believe that workers would countenance 
the potentially dire results to people which could occur 
unless petrol can be obtained," 
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